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Thank you for joining us today. My name is Ana Cackley. And on behalf of Atla, I'd like to
welcome you to today's program, the Women of General Theological Seminary: A
Retrospective. Before we get started, I just want to point out a few features. At the bottom
of your screen, you'll see a control panel, it will have a chat box, as well as a Q&A box, and
you can put questions for the speaker in there. You can send them in at any time during
the presentation, and then we will collect those and address them at the end. We also
now have live transcriptions and should have closed captions as well. If you just go up to
the top left corner, and you click on the little button that says live on customs live
streaming service, you will be able to access the live transcript in a separate browser. And
I'd like to welcome our presenter today, Melissa Chim, who is the reference librarian at
General Theological Seminary. And with that, I will hand it over to her. Thank you so
much, folks.

 01:05

Thank you so much, Ana. And thank you so much to Atla for allowing me to do this today.
So just by way of a brief introduction, I originally did this webinar, last March, march 2020,
which of course, feels years away from today. It was actually just last year, I did it in honor
of Women's History Month. And also it was the first webinar I had done with Gen, as we

A
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were kind of transitioning to remote thought offering a glimpse into our special collection
would be helpful for the students. And what better way to celebrate Women's History
Month and actually looking back on the women that made it general but it is today. Okay,
so to start off with history of women in general, we're going to go all the way back to in
1920. So when 1928 there was a school and institution called Windham house. And that
opened in 1928 and was located on West 108th Street. This brochure that I'm showing you
right now was from 1952. I transcribed the brochure, so I can put that in the chat later. So
later that will be available for you. And so when the house was an opportunity for women
who were excluded from seminary life, to actually be able to join the seminary and get
course credit. So Windham house was affiliated with general Theological Seminary, but
also Columbia and Union Theological Seminary as well. And what it was designed to do
was to give women the ability to take coursework to prepare them to become
administrators, administrative assistants, and also Sunday school teachers with the
Episcopal Church. So of course, back then, women were not allowed to be seminary
students, they were not allowed to be ordained. But this is a tiny glimpse into what it was
like for women to start to get their foot in the door, actually, as leaders in the Episcopal
Church. So the way Windham has worked was these women would go, they would take
coursework, and this would be from general Theological Seminary faculty, and also union
faculty as well. They would take coursework from anything from church history, to
education courses, and there was actually a very big option with courses that they were
allowed to take. So this

 03:29

so this was definitely

 03:30

one of the first opportunities that women got to actually get a theological education and,
and a, an education based on religion to prepare them as leaders in the Episcopal Church.
So about 20 or so years later, by 1944 female students were actually allowed to take those
courses on the seminary campus. But however, they were not allowed to eat in the
refectory. So, um, we could see with that, that women were still kind of forced into this,
this position of being almost a part of seminary life, but also very, very separate. So they
weren't allowed to slightly dabble in a religious education, but they couldn't become a
part of seminary life. Like a regular student when so they weren't allowed to read. They
weren't allowed to eat actually in the refectory and kind of hobnob with other students
and faculty members who were not their instructors. And so after they took courses,
usually they would complete about a one or two year course of graduate site for there.
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And general they would receive a document. And the interesting thing in this book deeper
joined by Thomson and Holbrook was that they received a document for in general, but it
was not considered an actual diploma. So they would get this document that says they
complete the course of study, but it was not recognized as an actual master's degree even
though they were taking Master's levels courses. So this is definitely an interesting time
and kind of the history of women's education in the sense that they weren't giving these
brief opportunities. But they were now allowed to kind of go all the way to becoming
graduate students in the seminary. So to look at kind of the early beginnings of women at
General Theological Seminary, when I was going through the archives, I wanted to break it
up into two separate camps, which is one of the first female staff members. And then later
on, I'll talk about the first female students. So one thing that really stuck out to me as I was
doing my research was grace Amelia Mattel. And I first came across her name in to all
these seminar, the seminal book, The story of the general Theological Seminary, and he
was a professor at General. And he published this book in the 1950s. So this was from the
generals inception in the 1800s, all the way up to about about 1960 or so. So Dali in his list
of faculty members lists, Greece, you know, yellowtail as a librarian from 1916, to 1917. So
of course, being librarian myself, I saw this and I got so excited that well, we actually had
female librarians going all the way back from 1916. us who

 06:22

dive into the archives,

 06:23

it tells a slightly different story. So if we look at the general Theological Seminary bullets in
from 1916 to 1917, they break this so the work of the attendance outside of the routine loan
in reference to ease is to be estimated by the number of cards added to the catalog and
less than number of cards added in the past two years, indicates the wasa efficiency to
was small to a smaller staff and lack of library. And so here, in our annals of history, she
was not recognized as the actual librarian. So this says a lot about how women's labor
was viewed at the time. So she was able to take on the normal duties of librarian, but she
was not actually given the title of librarian. And so a little farther on in this Fulton it sees
that from May 1 to December 14 1916, the library has been in charge of Miss grace hotel
with title of acting librarian from December 15 2016 to April 30 1917. The library has been in
charge of Mr. RM McCartney, what title of curator So once again, she was listed just as
acting library and she was actually furthermore to she was there, there was an annual
report from the library, and that goes into the Bolton Board of Trustees minutes. And so
even though she was listed as acting librarian, the actual library report was done by the
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curator from recording. So once again, we can see that she wasn't given the limelight as it
were as, as the librarian, she was able to do the normal day to day routines of library and
but she was not remembered as the librarian itself. And so, again, in 1918, she was listed as
acting librarian, which was very interesting, too, if you think about the time period, this
person, this was definitely during World War One. So you can imagine that a lot of
seminary students and probably younger faculty members as well, were actually fighting
in the war. So even though as a woman, she was able to take the place of men in this
instance of filling in that vacant seat up librarian, she was actually not given the
remembrance and the honor to the to the librarians have passed. So definitely placing
women in general in their historical context, you could definitely see a lot of nuances like
this. Alright, so going back a little farther in time on to the first female professor. So in
1957, adore Phil Chaplin, became assistant professor at General, she was our first female
professor. A few years later, during 1961, she became associate professor and she was very
big in pastoral theology, but more important, Lee she was the founder of the Christian
education department. And it's interesting to see too, that she was able to go so far in
Christian education when only a couple of decades earlier, women were only allowed to
kind of dip their at their feet into Christian education with some coursework at Windham
house. so here we can actually see the first female professor was able to work with
Christian education. And it's interesting to to see. So if we the attitudes towards women at
this time, Christian education was definitely seen as a department that worked very
closely with with children and youth services. So it's interesting to kind of reflect and see
what she able to go so are in this department because it was considered a more feminine
department? Or would she have had the same access if she was going through church
history. So questions like these are very interesting to kind of consider when we're going
into the archive. So she was remembered In a article called visionary teacher, she was
often too, she was often invited to present programs of culture features, or fishing of what
could be in Christian education permeate the early planning for the Seabury series, and
50s, a major shift in the way to do Sunday school. So we could see she definitely left a
large mark on Christian education. And

 10:39

at this time, also, if

 10:40

we look at Christian education, the idea of studying children, pretty much in all areas in all
fields was a very new development. So she was definitely at the forefront of this idea of
looking at education as a whole and actually viewing children as a, as a group that was

Women of General Theological Seminary Page 4 of 13 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai


worthy of study. So if we will, in her own words, we could kind of get an idea of what her
teaching philosophy was. So she said, Are we going to be a bucket filler teacher, pouring
however, skillfully and massive information into into the heads of our peoples, or our we
also go into Kindle and then a greater desire to continue exploration and to guide us
through here we can see that she was very passionate

 11:22

about,

 11:25

about education in the way of not just giving students facts to memorize and kind of
verses to just kind of put back out

 11:36

onto the teacher,

 11:37

she was definitely interested in molding a student's mind and getting them closer to God
through education. So I think this code definitely illustrates how passionate she was and
the great mark that she left on general and non Christian education. For further study, we
actually had the Georgia fellowship chaplain papers at our archive. And basically, this
archive is filled with all of her lesson plans, all of her tests, all of the notes that she put in
her notebook, everything like that. So if you did want to state further, we definitely have a
lot of information available to her. And she was, and she definitely does play a huge role in
our lives.

 12:21

To kind of switch back

 12:22

to
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the students, the first female students, we have to take a look at the 1950s and the 1960s.
And what that meant to be an actual woman on campus.

 12:35

So

 12:36

later on, I'm going to discuss a social group called the box and which stands for women in
general. So this was started by Carolyn rose, she was wife of Dean Lawrence rose, who was
a general for 20 years, all the way through the 40s and 60s. So because there were no
female students, back then the the group was only four faculty, wives. Students, we're
actually now allowed to get married on campus this home 1964. So I wanted to show a
little bit of a comparison between the 1950s and the 1960s. on actual actually having lives
on campus. So 1952, the GTS count catalog said that all right, married students are
encouraged to find off campus housing, it was student memories, while attending GTS,
they will be expelled. So you can see that the the attitude here was that seminary students
are supposed to be serious about seminary, they're meant to kind of cultivate their
spiritual self and to prepare themselves to be a leader in ministry. So they couldn't get
distracted by things like marriage and having children. But there was no family housing
yet. So if you weren't married student coming to general in 1952, you were responsible for
finding your own housing off campus. And so we see a big change over a decade later in
1965. So in the catalog, it says married student housing is available. And women are
invited to join in the educational and social activities of the women of general or the
locks. So there was this big change in the 50s in the 60s from the 50s, showing that on
Sunday, students were actually allowed to get married to bring their family on campus.
But also there was this kind of changes changed as well that students to be a good
seminary and to be a good leader. You have to be secular as well. secular things like
getting married, like being involved in your community were starting to become important
that issue. So I had the pleasure of actually interviewing a member of the logs from 1965,
Elizabeth and Campbell. She was the wife of Thomas Campbell, who graduated in 1965.
So here is her experience. swag told by me through email. We had a lot of fun together as
a family of the close that most days a lot of good humor. Monday through Friday, the
students only guys in those days of course, all went to chapel at 7am every day and the
wives must have been about 45 at the time, all trying to get home from work to make it
for chapel at five. So shipbuilding was a big thing at the time, especially after we all went
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through the scare of attack during baby pigs together precisely at 4pm. Every day, little
get togethers happened over campus more generally known as Sherry at work, although
most of us can afford a county was more affordable and popular for dinner. Our no one
had money. As you can see in the recipes. It was done on a shoestring. But we all had
reasons to celebrate things like baptisms, birthdays, please music bishops and the 100th
and Elvis, Archbishop of Canterbury on campus. So when she mentions recipes, she's
actually referring to the person's package, which was a cookbook created by the woggs.
We have copy in our archives, then it was distributed among all the student wives, they
they shared one or two copies that are very important and dog eared. And in response to
that there was the person's pleasure, which their husbands mean, which is a cookbook of
drink recipes, alcoholic drink recipes that were branded as kind of a joking response to
Parsons pij. And in this cookbook, you can definitely see like she mentioned it was dinner.
As affordably as you can make it. Most of the time, they saved things like meat for special
occasions. So if they were very big on incorporating, like starches and vegetables, and
anything that was on sale, and on seasonal, so you can definitely see a culture of women
starting on campus how women

 16:39

got together

 16:40

and they created a family culture in the sense that they were the ones who were
responsible for celebrating things like holidays, like birthdays, and kind of keeping the, the
social glue together at General. And so in Elizabeth's experience, they were definitely a
close knit group that had a lot of fun. Okay, so, to go on to female or the nation, there's a
few important dates to remember with the whole history of female ordination. So 1967 the
general convention recognizes women as deaconesses, which is, of course, a very big leap,
but then from 1920, when women could only take a few courses here and there. I'm a little
later 1974, the Philadelphia 11. They were 11 women in Philadelphia who were ordained in
1976. The general convention officially approves the ordination of women. let's actually
look at for female ordination, we have to go back a few decades earlier to 1944 in Hong
Kong. So Florence leeton Boyd, was the first woman who was ever ordained by the plus
Episcopal Church and her Her story is very interesting one. So she was from Hong Kong
and would have spoken Cantonese, so I included that yet thing, which means Cantonese
pronunciation so her Chinese in his late team oil. And so 1948 for Hong Kong to set the
stage historically. This was definitely it. This was during World War Two during the
Japanese invasion, a lot of people from around China, especially Shanghai, were pouring
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into Hong Kong, to escape Japanese occupation and to accept the violence and

 18:39

foods,

 18:40

foods, shortages that were happening around trying at the time. So here is the picture of
Florence in the middle in her in her vestments, and she's surrounded by a mixture of
Chinese and Western dressed people as part of her church. So to give an idea of what her
life was like, during this time, I include this quote from her. So she says, I was working long
hours, I got to bed really, sometimes there would be midnight emergencies when people
would knock on the door and get me up. I would start working again at six o'clock.
Monday, the doctor tested my chest if you carry on working like this, he said you will die
very soon. But how can I stop? I didn't sleep enough. I felt my heart pounding all the time.
Yeah, with so much do I felt sure God would not let me die. I didn't fear death, even
though death was all around me. So with this, what I think is a great illustration of how she
was a woman and very strong faith and she had a deep belief that she was there to help
everyone who is suffering and if she could just alleviate that suffering a little bit. She
would, she would feel like her mission was complete. So she was very, very much involved
with the Episcopal Church in Hong Kong I helping refugees coming into Hong Kong as
well. And so to show the other side of it, I'm here is the Bishop Ronald Hall who actually
ordained Florence I, in order to Archbishop of Canterbury, who's filling in temple at the
time, and then advocate for the ordination of women. I am, however, determined that no
prejudices should prevent the congregations committed to my care having the
sacraments of the church. So this, of course, speaks volumes. And so what the bishop was
saying was, if he could have kept running the church, as it was, in that time period, without
ordain women, he would have done it. But he felt that he was pushed to such an extreme
with the war going on, that he needed the extra set of hands. And if women were the only
ones available, because of course, remember that a lot of the men were off fighting. So a
lot of these women were the ones who were left in the cities,

 20:49

if he could.
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If he could not ordain women and have everything running as smoothly as it was, he
would have been fine with that. So you could definitely see that female ordination didn't
begin as this way to get women more involved in the church in a positive way, in the sense
that Oh, women deserve an equal voice and an equal funding. No, it was actually born of
desperation. And so um, you can see also that, for instance, or the ordination was almost
seen. I like to think of it almost like a Western movie, where you see the sharp is kind of
desperate, and so he has to deputize anybody who is around just for the extra seconds,
and in the end is kind of assuming that they're on deputize, and everything goes back to
normal and the status quo. So in that sense, Florence was deputized, but she was
expected afterwards to kind of resume her place in the background, and not make any
more noise. So after that, also, points after the word, she had to give up her ordination.
But she was able to move to Canada afterwards, and continue working with the Episcopal
Church. But she, she was not able to have that status again, but she was actually made. I
believe she was me, I'm not sure if she was actually made a saint, but she does have her
own day in the Episcopal Church to recognize her. So even though her labor, again,
women's labor was been recognized

 22:25

as

 22:27

as valuable as it is today. She is remembered later on, and she was considered valuable.
So it's interesting also to note, when we're talking about the history of women, how a lot
of these women who didn't make great waves in the Episcopal Church, we're women of
color to which is interesting to kind of compare also with the first women members on the
general campus who are mostly white. So you can see to that, even in this time, where
there was a lot of oppression for for women as a whole, but also, specifically women of
color, you can see that a lot of women were still able to rise above that. Okay, so to go
back in the clothes, we can travel back to the 1970s. And so the first female students in our
MBA program in the 70s, were picking on C and H Bidwell and these are pictures of her of
both of them at their graduation. So you can see that actually, they were a big difference
in age as well, which is interesting that you can think that those first women who were
able to start the end of program may have wanted to do this for years and they weren't
able to do that until later in life, but they finally got the opportunity, which is definitely
something good to consider her too. So they made a lot of great strides after they
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graduate. So Peggy Muncie. She is currently the executive director of kintbury Counseling
Center in South Carolina. She served on the general Theological Seminary board of
directors and she received the Distinguished Alumni Award. So she, um, she is, well
actually on this upcoming September it's the 150th anniversary of allowing women to
become students at General. And so we are already working on taking my seat to come
and to to share her experiences at General and how they shaped her current industry
today. So PHP, Jo, she was the Bicentennial resources associate for the Executive Council
of the Episcopal Church, and unfortunately, she passed away at the age of 69 in June
1992. So no retrospective of women at General can be complete without talking about
Pauli Murray, who is probably one of our most notable alums. And here's a picture of her
actually add her or nation. So before she came to General, she graduated first in her class
at Yale Law School in 1955, in 1965, and she was a very, very big voice in the feminism, the
radical feminism of the 1960s. So she was a co founder of the National Organization for
Women. And she was, she put forth this idea known as Jane crow. And Jane crow is
basically intersectional feminism. So she wanted to show how black women were
oppressed not only for being women, but for being black as well. And this idea of
intersectional, feminism became a very, very big concept in the feminism of the 1960s.
And also, third wave feminism, and now fourth wave feminism now. So taking a look at
intersectional modes of repression, she was able to see that, that women who were
women of color who were lesbian, who were disabled also had different axes of repression,
and that it's important not to send her only white, able bodied female voices in the
feminist movement. So she went on to influence a lot of important fitness speakers of the
day, especially women like Audrey Lorde, and later on bell hooks. So she enrolls a general
actually at the age of 16. So like I mentioned before, you can imagine that she may have
received her calling much earlier, but it was only until she was in her 60s that she was
actually able to take the plunge, and then to actually enroll. So to show a great quote,
that's an example of chin crow feminism. She wrote in her autobiography, if anyone
should ask the black woman in America, what has been her greatest achievement? Her
honest answer would be I survived. So of course, polyamory overcame a lot of repression
or life she was going through. She survived segregation. her ancestors were slaves as well.
But in the end, she was actually able to graduate in 1976. And here is her graduation
picture. She's front and center.

 27:22

So she was a very prominent voice in in feminism of the day, and also bringing feminism
into the Episcopal Church. So she was able to use her faith to unite women and to give
women a stronger voice in the Episcopal Church. And also, as a side note to Pauline
Marie's legacy is very important to general Theological Seminary. We actually have
elmarie start a couple months ago. Now because of the pandemic. We have a polyamory
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collective, and basically what that is, it's open to, especially women, but anyone can join
that they want. And it's designed to look at the various ways that the Episcopal Church is
complicit in oppressing minority voices, but then also celebrating the legacy of Pauli
Murray as well and furthering her mission in strengthening women's voices in the
Episcopal Church. So also, here's just a couple things that we had in the archive as well.
We have some their news, commencement week 1976, where Pauli Murray was included.
Also, one of my favorite things is we have a Christmas card from 1973. So of course only
three years before her her graduation. So it says for Paul, more Bishop with the prayer
that Sunday you need, you may be able to ordain me a priest in our church in Christian
Fellowship, Pauli Murray. So this is a great load of clumps for a Christmas card. But what
better way to celebrate Christmas than getting a call card from Pauli Murray. Um, so
these are just a few of the things we have in our archive that

 29:10

is related to Pauli Murray. And so we definitely tried to honor her legacy every time. So I
enter we're a nation she served as a priest in North Carolina

 29:22

and Washington DC. In July of 1985, she died unfortunately, of pancreatic cancer, but she
was declared a holy woman, a woman by the Episcopal Church in 2012. And she was
added to the calendar of saints in 2018. So to kind of go back to the theme of women's
labor being valued, because see that even though she died in 1995, and most of her
activism was in the 60s, the Episcopal Church didn't see fit to actually remember her as an
important figure in until 2012. And then of course, again in 2018. So we can see This idea of
women's labor as something that's very much taken for granted, women were expected to
work

 30:05

behind the

 30:06

scenes, and not be too loud while be loud for important things. But then once they're done
with those, they have to be silent again. So we could see definitely a shift in the past
couple of decades of remembering women, and of course, remembering women of color
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as well. Another notable alumni that we have is Chloe Pryor. So in the year 2000, she
published her memoir called the coolest young woman's first year at seminary. And in it
she details her experiences with taking courses at General and then also living on the
seminary campus and working in the Greater New York area. When she was at the close,
she actually worked as a chaplain in a hospital and that gave her a lot of a lot of
experience working with populations that she had never worked with before. And so since
2007, she's been the executive director at the interfaith center of New York. And a lot of
one thing that you see a lot with her work is social justice, specifically Islamophobia. So
we can see also that the the theme of social justice and women and this idea of
intersecting oppressions, comes up a little bit in our history, that Chloe uses her privilege
and her voice as a Christian woman to stand up for instances of Islamophobia. And then
also, um, and then also giving a greater voice to women Episcopal Church as well. So here
is some of her own words that she wrote up against Islamophobia. When Mike Pompeo
was up to being Secretary of State, so she wrote us a country we have learned some
things in the last 17 years lessons paid for in life last among Iraqi and Afghan civilians as
well as your own servicemen and women. We have learned the hard way that if you
triumphalist Christianity with overseas military involvement, those hatred and resentment,
likewise, we understand that Islamophobic accident the United States in Europe amplified
on social media, fuel recruiting efforts by overseas terrorist organizations, Secretary of
State who bird checks and impression of hedgy Malik Krishna was a war within Islamic
East provides oxygen to the questionable Huntington thesis creates a sense that
civilization civilizational conflict is inevitable. So one thing that

 32:41

definitely stood

 32:42

out to me that I found very interesting was she, she said that the most dangerous thing
that we could do as a country and as a church as well, is to create this divide that there is
one Christian West, it's Christian, white, civilized versus this kind of barbaric, Islamic east.
That's uncivilized. That's violence. And that deserves to be taken over. And of course, that
is the kind of attitude that is seen and past. Past incidences of colonialization, even
missionary work, things like that. And I found it very interesting that she was able to say
that that kind of dichotomy goes against Christian faith and goes against our ideals as a
nation as well. Also, she uses the term triumphalist Christianity. I know I have definitely
seen instances of very radical evangelical churches who had this idea that Christian
soldiers are meant to fight, and to go to war for the country, but also Jesus as well. So she
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calls out that, that instance of violence, that that is sometimes encouraged by the church,
and to make sure that we remember that that the civilians are people too. And that also,
this intersectionality is very important to make sure that there is actual peace between
both religions. And so things of social justice, like I said before, we definitely come up a lot
in this in the history of women at General in the sense of these, these great figures in
terminal history. Were not only advocates for women, but they were advocate advocates
for other groups as well who were facing oppression, ie that oppression for being non
Christian, for their skin color for their sexuality. So when we look at the history of women in
general, we're actually looking at the history of oppressed groups as well. And so so Colby
definitely continues working through the interfaith church that she's with on the
organization that she's with. She's definitely continues to uphold these ideas of social
justice. And I think she is definitely a great heir to Pauline Marie's legacy. I have her legacy
of helping women and then also oppressed groups within that church. So before I end, I
wanted to just give everyone a, an opportunity to look at some of the web resources that
we actually have, in general, related to everything that I spoke about today. One other
thing is definitely our archives, all the material that I found, while most of the material that
God was actually found right in our archives, and I think the archives are definitely an
important part of living history in the sense that I was able to go we're able to touch on
touch objects that belonged to these women too, and we're able to preserve them, keep
them alive, and more importantly, have other people interact with them as well. So I
mentioned before we done we had the GA p tape on papers. That was from everything
regarding her. Her and her family that she owned from about 1925 all the way up until the
90s. We also have various books that are written by Pauli Murray, also Chloe Brier. So this
is definitely some further reading for anyone interested in going further. Thank you so
much for allowing me to do this presentation. And of course, I'd be more than happy to
answer any questions.
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