
Congregational Library & Archives 
Boston, Massachusetts

An Introduction

A Moravian, a Mennonite, and a Congregationalist Walk into 
a Library … Atla Discussion

February 15, 2024
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Mission Statement

The Congregational Library & Archives fosters a 

deeper understanding of the spiritual, intellectual, 

cultural, and civic dimensions of the Congregational 

story and its ongoing relevance to contemporary 

society by collecting, preserving, and sharing materials 

and by actively engaging with faith communities, 

students, scholars, and the general public.
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A (Very) Brief History

● Building a denominational identity
● Minister’s library
● Historical research library
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Broad Overview

● 225k Items
○ 1308 archival collections (roughly 1450 linear feet)
○ Tens of thousands of printed works

● 16th century to 21st century
● National collection with global connections



Marvel Team-Up Starring Cotton 
Mather

Print Collection Highlights
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The Eliot “Indian” Bible in the 
Massachusett Algonquin Dialect

Clown Ministry, from the Practical 
Theology section

Thomas Paine, aka THE DEVIL



The Archival Collections Status Project

The Project

A systematic approach to 
documenting the status of 
archival collections by 
researching collection 
identifiers (RG/MS numbers). 
This will allow the CLA to 
have a full accounting of its 
archival collections.

Statistics (2/14/2024)

• Number of Identifiers 
Researched:
• More than 3,657

• Status of Collections:
• Processed: 222 (518.25ft3)
• Underprocessed: 137 

(596.06ft3)
• Unprocessed: 689 

(425.91ft3)
• Microfilm: 78

• Approximate total extent:
• 1,584.7 cubic feet

w
w

w
.C

o
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
al

Li
b

ra
ry

.o
rg



w
w

w
.C

o
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
al

Li
b

ra
ry

.o
rg

Church Stewardship Initiative (CSI)



The Digital Archive
Goals

• Accessibility through 
metadata, search functions, 
and transcription.

• Home for all of CLA’s digital 
collections:
• NEHH
• Image Collection

Statistics

• Number of Files
• 109,867 Images

• Number of Digital Objects
• 4,657

• Digital Footprint
• 216.58 GB

• Digital Collections
• 189

• Transcriptions
• 760 Objects
• 11,163 Pages
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New England’s Hidden Histories

❖ 2005: NEHH begins as a small-scale project at CLA in 
partnership with the Jonathan Edwards Center at Yale

❖ 2015: CLA receives NEH Humanities Collections and 
Reference Resources grant and Council on Library and 
Information Resources grant

❖ 2018: CLA received second three-year NEH grant
❖ 2021: CLA receives third three-year NEH grant
❖ 2022: Quartex launched

Since the project began, more than 110,000 pages of manuscript 
records and 20,000 pages of literal transcription have been 
published online and are freely accessible to the public. In the 
year since the launch of Quartex, 10,000 viewers explored 40,000 
pages.
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Project Team: 
Zachary Bodnar (Archivist)

Helen Gelinas (Transcription Director)
Tricia Peone (Project Director)



Virtual and In-Person Programming
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