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Questions

Use the chat box for any 
questions, comments, and 
technical difficulties. Q&A allows 
for anonymous questions.

Our presenters will answer 
questions throughout the session 
as well as provide time for 
additional questions at the end.



Today’s Panelists

Michele Levandoski- Director of the School Sisters of Notre Dame North 

American Archives 

Scott Keefer - Provincial Archivist for the Daughters of Charity, Province 

of St. Louise

Cindy Hamill - Archivist for the Sisters of the Holy Cross Congregational 

Archives and Records Office



Archivists for 
Congregations of 
Women Religious

mailto:archivistsacwr@gmail.com


School Sisters of 
Notre Dame North 
American Archives

Presenter: Michele Levandoski
April 16, 2024



Contact Information: 

mlevandoski@ssnd.org

mailto:mlevandoski@ssnd.org


The Foundations of SSND 
in North America
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SSND in 1966
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1966 # Sisters # Houses
# Students/

Orphans

North 
America

7,034 662 311,366

Total 
Congregation

11,680 958 406,330

1916 # Sisters # Houses
# Students/

Orphans

North 
America

4,079 318 115,415



SSND in the United States before 1969



SSND in Canada and Pacific Ocean
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SSND in the Latin America and Africa
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SSND Ministries 
Before 1969
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SSND-Founded Schools
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SSND Ministries After 1969
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What We Have



Notable Collections



Notable SSND



Thank you



Daughters of  Charity 

Archives, Emmitsburg MD
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April 17, 2024



Overview

What makes our Archive unique?

1. Mother Seton and the American Community

2. Merging of  Provinces

3. Seton Shrine

20

20

What are our future projects?

1. Digital Outreach and Access

2. Ending Handshake Agreements



Daughters of  Charity - 
Background

• Founded in 1600s France by Saints Vincent de 

Paul and Louise de Marillac

• Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton – Mother Seton – 

founds Sisters of  Charity of  St. Joseph’s in 

Emmitsburg, MD in 1809

• Latter becomes American Province of  the 

former in 1850



Uniqueness Reason #1: 
Mother Seton and the 
American Community 

• Inherited the history 

of  the Sisters of  

Charity of  St. Joseph’s 

and Mother Seton

• Largest holder of  

Mother Seton 

materials in the world



Uniqueness Reason #2: Merging of  Provinces
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• One province became 2 in 1910, 2 

became 5 in 1969, and 5 became 2 

again in 2011

• Creates a research base across the 

country, but makes researchers 

distant from the records they seek



Uniqueness Reason 
#3: Seton Shrine

• National Shrine of  Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 
contains a museum

• Natural collaborator in 
providing access and 
interpretation of  materials 
in the Archives

• Newly remodeled space in 
2023



Artifacts on Loan

25



Archives Exhibit at National Shrine
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Future Plans #1: Digital Outreach and Access

• Goal to make some materials 

available systematically

• Have on-site digitization capability, 

but not ability to host or provide an 

access portal
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Partners
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Partners
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Expanding Project

• Use these as models – semi-post-
custodial sharing of  materials with 
local institutions

• Researchers will have access at the 
institutions they would most likely go 
to – shared custody agreements

• Help keep the Daughters memory and 
work alive in places they are no longer 
active
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Future Plans #2: Ending Handshake 

Agreements

• Archives both distributed materials 

throughout the campus, including to 

the Museum, without paperwork, loan 

agreements, or tracking

• Past archivists also just claimed things 

were under Archives purview with no 

accession information, or taking them 

into custody, with the chain and info 

now lost
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Prevention in the Future

• Many staff  members at the 

Museum still do not understand 

why we are implementing forms 

and documents

• Policy is only as good as 

enforcement and as the people 

following it



Some concluding thoughts…
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Thank you!

Scott Keefer

Provincial Archivist

Daughters of  Charity, Province of  St. Louise

Emmitsburg, MD

301-447-6067



Notre Dame, Indiana

Congregational 

Archives and Records



• 1841 - Basil Anthony Moreau, CSC establishes the 
community of sisters in Sainte-Croix, LeMans, 
France

• August 4, 1841 – Sisters Mary of the Cross, Mary of 
the Compassion, Mary of Calvary, and Mary of the 
Seven Dolors receive the holy habit in the 
monastery chapel of the Good Shepherd Sisters.



• August 5, 1841 - Seven men 
depart Le Mans, France to begin a 
mission in the state of Indiana in 
the United States of America. 

• November 1842 – The University 
of Notre Dame is founded by 
Father Edward F. Sorin, CSC.

• May 30, 1843 -Departure of the 
first sisters for Indiana, 
accompanied by two priests, one 
brother, and one seminarian to 
join Father Sorin and six Holy 
Cross brothers at Notre Dame du 
Lac.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:American_flag.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


• July 16, 1841 – First 
establishment of the sisters in 
Bertrand, Michigan

• September 8, 1844 – the habit is 
given for the first time in the 
United States of America in 
Bertrand Michigan.

• August 15, 1855 – Sisters move 
from Bertrand, Michigan to Saint 
Mary’s of the Immaculate 
Conception, a 185 acre property 
adjoining the University of Notre 
Dame.



Sisters of the Holy Cross

Mission Statement

We, the Sisters of the Holy Cross throughout the world,

are called to participate in the prophetic mission of Jesus

to witness God’s love for all creation

Compassion moves us to reflect on the signs of the times,

discern needs, and respond.  We respond in solidarity

with the poor and the powerless.  

Our life together enriches and strengthens us 

to foster community wherever we are.



• April 12, 1861 – Confederate troops fired on Fort Sumter in South 
Carolina’s Charleston Harbor.  The Civil War in the United States had 
begun.

• Call for Nurses
• October 21, 1861 on behalf of Indiana Governor Andrew Morton, a 

messenger arrived at Notre Dame to relay a request from General Grant for 
Sister Nurses in Cairo, Illinois.

• Mother Angela and Sisters Adele, Anna, Magdalene, Veronica and Winifred 
set off to help on the condition that they would aid soldiers from both sides 
of the conflict.



June 1862 – Sisters of the Holy Cross became 
“forerunners of The Navy Nursing Corps” 
when they boarded the Red Rover, 
the first hospital ship of the United States 
Navy



• Between 1861 and 1865, over 80 Sisters of the Holy Cross served as 
Nurses on the Red Rover and in military hospitals :

• Paducah and Louisville, Kentucky

• Mound City and Cairo, Illinois

• Memphis, Tennessee

• St. Louis and Franklin, Missouri

• Washington, D.C.



Responding to the needs of the world

Spanish-American War (1898) 
Cambodia (1979-1980)
Lebanon (1982-1983)



What
is

next
for the

Sisters of the Holy 
Cross?



The Heritage and Research Center at Saint Mary’s

• Sponsored by the Sisters of the 
Holy Cross

• Archives collaborative of 10 
congregations of women religious 
and their sponsored ministries

• To be located on the shared 
campus of the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross and Saint Mary’s College; 
Notre Dame, Indiana
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